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 Welcome back to my very short and informal newsletter, sharing a bit of what I find interesting, 
quirky, or just fun about Intellectual Property Law and Patents. I publish this once a month or so 
to share with you at least one idea that I think you will find both engaging and useful. 
  

 
 
 
#1: What Inventions In 2022 Cannot Be Patented? 
 
In 1980, the Supreme Court famously decided that “Anything under the sun that is made by 
man” is patentable. Although this test seems simple enough, we have come to learn that 
"anything" doesn't mean what we think when it comes to patents. In this video I explore the 
categories and some examples of inventions that are not patent eligible. Please leave a comment 
in the comment section under the video if you can think of other examples.  
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#2:  How to Revive a Dead Patent 
 
When patents and patent applications unintentionally go abandoned, it often comes as a complete 
surprise. Either a notice is received in the mail from the Patent Office, or worse, death of the 
patent is discovered while the patent is in the process of being licensed or sold. This video 
addresses what to do if your patent goes abandoned and discusses the rules around possible 
revival. 
 
Finally 
Thank you for reading, watching, “liking” and subscribing to my videos – it does make a 
difference as YouTube will then serve these videos to others who are looking for them. Have a 
wonderful and creative month. 
 
Warm wishes, 
 
-john 
 
P.S. if you’ve missed the previous issues, click here and read them all! 
   
*********************** 
 
John Ferrell is a founder and patent attorney at the Silicon Valley law firm of Carr & Ferrell. 
The author of two books and a growing YouTube channel on Intellectual Property, John’s 
passion for creating and protecting patent monopolies is reflected in his representation of many 
of the world’s most important companies and inventors - some 5,000 so far. Founded in 1992, 
Carr & Ferrell has filed more than 10,000 patent applications covering nearly every imaginable 
technology. John is admitted to practice in California; in numerous Federal jurisdictions, 
including before the Supreme Court of the United State; and in the U.S. Patent and Trademark 
Office.  
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The usual legal notices:  
 
How you got on the list: You are on my mailing list because we have worked together, have met 
professionally, you may have contacted me with a legal or business question, you sent me junk 
mail and I am returning the favor, or maybe we are just friends or family and my small 
marketing department didn’t think you would be too annoyed by receiving this email. If you are 
receiving this by mistake, have decided to unfriend me (or find a new family), are just not 
interested, or would otherwise like to be dropped from the mailing list; please email your request 
to Unsubscribe and you will be removed.    
 
Not Legal Advice: It will make the bar association of your State or Country sublimely happy if I 
remind you that this newsletter is not legal advice, it is not a solicitation for business, and it does 
not itself form an attorney client relationship.  
 
Contact Info:  John Ferrell, Attorney at Law, Carr & Ferrell LLP, 411 Borel Ave., Ste. 603, San 
Mateo, CA 94402, Phone: 650.812.3408.  Email:  jsferrell@carrferrell.com  Webpage:  Carr & 
Ferrell   
 
  

 
  
 


